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THE CENTURY OF THE CITY
We are now said to be living in the Century of the City. Long 
centers of commerce and creativity, cities are undeniably 
the heartbeat of the world. And the trend is accelerating. In 
1990, 13 percent of the world lived in cities; by 2050 more 
than 75 percent of us will call cities home. This is give rise 
to a new breed to urban magnet, mega, mid-size, or small, 
adaptable and comfortable, many with a unique sense of 
placed powered by what urban studies theorist Richard 
Florida calls the “creative class” – those who once might 
have built careers in San Francisco, London, or Toronto 
but now choose to contribute their talents to a renaissance 
in arts, architecture, and pure innovation in places once 
off the grid. As cities morph, find their way, reclaim their 
past, or rechart their future (or born anew – by 2025, China 
will add 100 new cities), they increasingly animate, excite, 
inspire, and surprise us. Just walking a city is its own reward 
(“What strange phenomena we find in a great city,” Charles 

Baudelaire once wrote. “All we need to do is stroll around 
with our eyes open.”) Best City Weekend is designed to 
go beyond wondering to offer exploratory structure with 
a weekend diet of highlights in each place. It is dedicated 
to celebrating and showcasing some of the world’s great-
est urban experiences. You’ll find the icons – Manhattan, 
Rome, Paris, Tokyo – but also smaller gems like Vienna, 
Prague, Helsinki, and Charleston. Packed with insider tips 
Best City Weekend reveals garden walks ad classic cafes, 
city beaches and world class museums, attractions that 
delights children and restaurants that serve up local fare. 
Here are Bangkok’s river taxis and tour boats, where to take 
tango lessons in Buenos Aires (Confiteria Ideal), “Cloud 
Gate”, the star of Chicago’s Millennium Park, and the prime 
place to sample Turkish bath in Istanbul. And if you decide 
to stay closer to home, we hope this special issue inspires 
you to explore a city near you –Keith Bellows



ROME

MOST PHOTOGENIC CITY

We start off from the Colosseum, the symbol of Rome par 
excellence with a history stretching back almost two thou-
sand years. To the right of the Colosseum, here we are at the 
Arch of Constantine, Rome’s best-known triumphal arch. 
While just a stone’s through away we can see the Palatine 
Hill, where Romulus founded the Eternal City in 753 B.C.  
Moving down the Via dei Fori Imperiali we come to the 
Roman Forum, the political, financial and religious hub 
of Rome, with the Imperial Forum just across the road. A 
little further on, at the end of Via dei Fori Imperiali and 
after Piazza Venezia, there is Piazza del Campidoglio, which 
has been centre of city government since the XII century. 
Michelangelo’s stunning piazza is flanked by the Capitoline 
Museums, the world’s oldest national museums. 

Leaving Capitol Hill to walk down Via del Corso, one of 
the greatest masterpieces of architecture awaits us: the 
Pantheon, a perfectly proportioned temple dedicated to 
all of Rome’s major gods.
The Trevi Fountain’s spectacular impact does not gradually 
creep up us. None of the roads in fact hinges on the Foun-
tain itself. True, we can hear the rumblings of its waters 
drawing closer, but then we are totally unprepared for the 
amazing sight suddenly awaiting us. It is as though the 
curtain is raised before our eyes. It is impossible to tire of 
the surprise that lies in store. Piazza di Spagna is, on the 
other hand, located in one of the most elegant and exclusive 
areas in the historic centre. Be captivated by its remarkable 
steps, designed by Francesco De Sanctis in the 18th century.



PARIS

GRAND TREASURES

The City of Light, home to haute couture, masterpieces 
of art and architecture, and gastronomic temples, glitters 
brighter than ever. To avoid the queues at the Eiffel Tower, 
go at night when 20,000 flashing lights are switched on the 
first five minutes every hour. Or make reservations at Le 
Jules Verne restaurant, located in the lowers south pillar, 
overlooking the entire city. You skirt the endless lines and 
go up via private elevator.
The Lourve houses one of the world’s greatest art collec-
tions: old master paintings; tapestries; renowned collec-
tions of ancient Egypt and Greece. Don’t try to take it all in 
at once, though, warns David Downie. He recommends the 
museum’s Richelieu win, especially “Napoleon III’s lavish 
waiting rooms, with an enormous round, scarlet bench.”

Paris is flea market heaven, and the mother of all flea mar-
kets is Marche aux Puces de Saint-Ouen de Clignancourt, 
open weekends and Mondays. Dating back to 1920 and 
boasting up to 3,000 stalls, this market purveys everything 
from jewelry, chandeliers, fabric, and paintings to vintage 
postcards and eclectic French collections.
A single museum, not well known, captures the essence of 
Paris, says Downie. The Musee de la Romantique, hidden 
along the bland facades of a quiet street south of Mont-
martre is dedicated to the lifestyle of the Romantic writers, 
painters, and poets, like George Sand and Gericault. After 
inspecting such curiosities as a lock of Sand’s hair, you can 
retire to a garden for tea. “It’s a time tunnel,” he says. “You 
could be in the Paris of the 1850s.”



LONDON

DIVE INTO THE CITY’S HISTORY

The city reinvented itself with a new skyline and revived 
neighbourhoods. Joining the Cheesegrater, the Gherkin, 
and Walkie Talkie, the Shard is the most conspicuous recent 
addition to the skyline. When it opened this year [2013], 
Renzo Piano’s 1,016-foot-tall triangular tower became the 
tallest building in the European Union. Visitors can admire 
the views from the open-air observatory on the 68th, 69th, 
and 72nd floors.
The Museum of London houses the printing plates for the 
earliest known map of the city, dating from the 1550s. Form 
suffragettes’ banners to punk bondage gear, the collection 
reflects London’s revolutionary spirit. An exhibition on the 
Cheapside Hoard, a cache of late 16th and early 17th cen-
tury jewels found buries in the cellar in 1912, runs through 

April 2014. With more than five million visitors a year, the 
Tate Modern has transformed a derelict power station into 
a powerhouse of modern art. Its soaring industrial spaces 
hold crowd-pleasing works by the likes of Mark Rothko, 
Gerhard Richter, and Wassily Kandinsky. As with most of 
the capital’s public museums, entrance to the permanent 
collection is free. Special exhibitions include retrospective 
on German painter Paul Klee, on display through March.
Other gems include a conservatory with 2,00 species of 
plants and a library with a free practice piano. See a show 
or sip a cocktail at eh glamorous Barbican Lounge, with 
its terrace overlooking the medieval church of St. Giles’ 
Cripplegate, where the poet John Milton is buried.



RIO

RICH IN CULTURE

Rio de Janeiro is a true melting pot of cultures, home to 
over six million people with no particular race, religion 
or creed that dominates, making it a unique gem in the 
heart of South America where everyone is welcome. In a 
country of continental dimensions, determining the first 
destination on your South American vacation could be a 
daunting task. However, Rio is the perfect starting point. A 
word of caution though, you might need consider spending 
more than just a couple of days in Rio as there is much to 
do and see!
A great way to experience Rio’s history and rich cultural 
heritage is to visit national museums around the city. You 
have a choice of art, history and other museums dedicated 
to science, literature and more. These Rio museums are the 

about the closest you will ever get to experiencing Brazilian 
traditions and culture. Brazilian artists are well known for 
their explicit paintings and sculptures, some of which are 
available at various art galleries in the city.
While Copacabana is truly the mother of all beaches, the 
seaside city also has nightlife, entertainment and other 
attractions that will want you coming back for more. 
Undoubtedly, there is no shortage of attractions lead by 
the statue of Christ the Redeemer, one of the New Seven 
Wonders of the World. There are many more things to see, 
so after a hectic day you may want to spend time watching 
a movie, catch a game of soccer at the Engenhao while the 
Maracana is closed or settle down to an evening of opera 
at Rio’s Municipal Theater.



COPENHAGEN

A CITY FOR LIFE

Danes are said to be the happiest people in the world, and 
Copenhagen the world’s most liveable city. Why? Because 
every bit of Copenhagen is designed for life, from the build-
ings and architecture, the food and the water, the many 
bikes and the intelligent infrastructure to free education, 
free health care, and a society firmly focused on the life 
balance between work and play.
Copenhagen is a pocket-sized fairy tale and at the same 
time, a buzzing and innovative hub of ideas. Copenhagen 
is a city large enough for every kind of life philosophy, 
but small enough to bicycle from one end to the other in 
twenty minutes. It is all there, the urban pulse in the cob-
bled streets, the castles and bell towers, the artists, makers 
and the green grass, the mothers, babies and their strollers, 
the hipsters and their dreams, the prince and the queen.
The Copenhageners excel in combining simple and sus-
tainable solutions with a casually sophisticated lifestyle. 

A lifestyle based on tradition, history and culture, yet 
constantly moving forward, giving Copenhagen a unique 
blend between the harmonies of old world charm and the 
progressive beat of a truly cosmopolitan city.
Life in Copenhagen is lived in the saddle of a bicycle. Every-
body does it. Bike that is. In Copenhagen we bike whether 
there is sun, rain or snow. We bike to work, to school, to 
bring the kids to kindergarten, to shop for groceries and 
to social gatherings. It is simply our way of life, and if you 
want to experience Copenhagen the local way, you have to 
jump in the saddle.
Functional. Edgy. Timeless. Minimalistic. Quality. Danish 
design, whether it is furniture or clothing, is known all over 
the world for its clean, simple lines, great materials and 
classic creations that never go out of style. On a larger scale, 
the recent architectural boom in Copenhagen is inspired 
by light, water, open spaces and sustainability.



NEW YORK

SEE THE SKYLINE

New York City is defined by its skyline, and all city skylines 
are measured against New York’s—the silhouette created by 
Manhattan’s buildings is nothing short of iconic. In fact, 
NYC is home to more than 100 buildings measuring 500 
feet or taller.  While you can feel this immensity everywhere 
in NYC, it’s best experienced from the observatories at the 
Empire State Building and at Rockefeller Center’s Top of 
the Rock. (After you’ve enjoyed the scenery from atop a 
skyscraper, you might long for a grounded vantage point 
that gives you a wide-angle perspective on Lower and 
Midtown Manhattan.)
Times Square is where it all happens. Twenty-four hours 
a day, seven days a week, the bright lights, big screens and 
bustling crowds perfectly embody the excitement of the city 
that never sleeps. For the greatest effect, visit after sunset—
all that wattage will make you think it’s still light out. And 
now that much of the area is closed to vehicles, you can 

safely stroll in the streets. While there, dine at one of the 
popular eateries on Restaurant Row (46th Street, between 
Eighth and Ninth Avenues) and shop in the huge flagship 
stores with spectacular extras that are attractions on their 
own (Toys “R” Us, for example, has an indoor Ferris wheel.) 
Still daylight? From Times Square, it’s just a 15-minute 
stroll—heading north on Sixth Avenue, past classic sights 
like Rockefeller Center and Radio City Music Hall—to the 
Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), where you can visit one 
of the world’s finest collections of contemporary art.
Nobody does live theater like NYC. Whether you’re into 
dramas, comedies or musicals, you’ll find them all in the 
City’s Theatre District, where Broadway shows burst with 
eye-popping sets, A-list celebrities and, above all, pizzazz. 
You can choose from long-running shows like Chicago and 
Mamma Mia!, newer smash musicals such as Kinky Boots 
and The Book of Mormon.



SAN FRANCISCO

URBAN OASIS

With 1,000 acres, Golden Gate Park is larger than New York 
City’s Central Park. “The park has an endless collection of 
trails,” says Tom Downs, author of Walking San Francisco, 
“leading into intimate gardens and opening up to places 
like the Polo Field, where the 1967 Human Be-In started 
the Summer Love.” 
Explore Telegraph Hill, a precipitous neighborhood dom-
inated by Coit Tower, the 210-foot-tall memorial hon-
oring Lillie Hitchcock Coit, a wealthy, cigar smoking, 
19th century philanthropist who dressed up as a fireman 
and rode with them. The tower’s architect claimed that 
its resemblance to a fire-hose nozzle was unintentional. 
Inside Coit Tower, colorful WPA murals painted in the 
1930s by struggling artists grace the walls along the base. 
Founded in 1895, the de Young Museum reopened in 2005 
with a controversial design by Swiss architects Herzog & 
de Meuron. Its expensive collection includes American 

art from the 17th century, and works from Africa and 
the Pacific Islands. A photo exhibition documenting the 
construction of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge 
(February 1 to June 8, 2014) will celebrate the completion 
of the new eastern span of the bridge.
San Francisco’s mothership of local cuisine is Judy Rod-
gers’s Zuni Café. On Market Street. The Caesar salad and 
roasted chicken for two are more popular favorites. More 
daring: the house-cured anchovies served celery and par-
mesan cheese. For lunch, head to the stylish Bar Tartine 
for a sandwich on its legendary bread, and a peanut butter 
and strawberry jam cookie. Home to the infamous federal 
prison (until 1983), first West Coast lighthouse, and wildlife 
sanctuary, Alcatraz Island can be researched by taking a 
ferry from Fisherman’s Warf. You can go on a daytime self 
guided audio tour or a nighttime guided tour.



BEJING

RETAIL THERAPY

If you’re keen on retail therapy, one must-see hutong is 
Nanluoguxiang in the Gulou, or Drum and Bell Tower, 
district, which has several kilometers of shops, galleries and 
cafés that range from the chic to the kitschy. You’ll find lots 
of cool T-shirts here (Plastered has a good line) featuring 
tricked-out images of everything from Mao Zedong to 
garden gnomes. Fun.
Recharge from shopping in Nanluoguxiang at nearby Dali 
Courtyard Restaurant, a beautifully restored, laid-back 
place — it’s not gussied up to a fake plastic sheen — that 
specializes in the food of the southern province of Yunnan. 
Influenced by the dishes of its Southeast Asian neigh-
bors, Burma and Vietnam, Yunnan cuisine is light and 
sophisticated, and makes good use of the region’s abundant 

mushrooms and unusual herbs. There is no menu at Dali. 
Diners enjoy price-fixed courses between US $15 and $40, 
made from whatever the chef found freshest in the market 
that day. The place is a little tricky to find. Your taxi will 
drop you at the mouth of the alley; walk straight down 
about 150 yards and look to your left for a red lantern down 
an even smaller alley.
The boutique Emperor Hotel is perched just opposite the 
east gate of the massive Forbidden City palace complex. 
Trendy and airy, the 55-room hotel has many charms. But 
best of all for the weary traveler is its rooftop bar, Yin. Built 
on an ascending series of platforms, the bar has the best 
view in town hands-down. Having a drink here at dusk as 
you gaze over the former palace is magical.



TOKYO

CULTURE SALON

Make your way past the Goths and Lolitas of the Harajuku 
district to the 93-year-old Meji Jingu Shrine. Interior gar-
dens lead to this Shinto shrine dedicated o the emperor 
and empress responsible for bringing the country to the 
international stage in the late 19th century. A prime spot 
for traditional weddings. 
Rice crackers are to the Japanese what potato chips are to 
Americans: comforting and absolutely ordinary. But at 
Jukka they’re art. Perfectly arranged like jewels in illumi-
nated glass boxes, the crackers come in inventive flavors 
like plum and seaweed and black sugar.
At the Tsukiji Fish Market (Tokyo Central Wholesale 
Markets), tiny trucks needle through acres of auctioneers, 
wholesalers, and distributors. They feature some 450 vari-
eties of fish and seafood, fresh local catches, and marine 
products delivered next day from waters around the globe. 
Arrive by 9 a.m. to witness the frenzied fish mongering; the 

outer market sells produce, prepared foods, and dishware.
The three-Michelin-starred RyuGin offers a molecular 
take on the kaiseki, a ritualized meal of seasonal small 
courses – such as fried shrimp gelee and custard made from 
sea urchin. The menu at the kaiseki restaurant Nadaman 
at the Shangri Le Hotel may be conventional but not the 
décor. Check out the restaurant’s ornamental focal point: 
dozens of wooden leaves that appear to be falling serenylu 
form the sky. Stylish izakaya (pub) Galali, located in pricey 
Omotesando, turns our to be surprisingly affordable with 
popular entrees of sashimi and skewers of grilled meats.
The cherry blossom-filled Ueno Park includes Japan’s old-
est and largest museums – Tokyo National Museum, the 
Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum, and the National Science 
Museum – and one of the world’s best repository of arts and 
antiques. The park also features temples, a pond, and the 
Ueno Zoo, home to giant pandas.



WASHINGTON, DC

MUSEUM HOPPING

Easier to score tickets to than the White House, free tours 
of the U.S. Capitol are offered everyday except Sundays 
and holidays. Cheerful, red-jacketed guides steer small 
groups through the “crypt” level (actually, more of a base-
ment, since no one is buried there), with its dimly lit Old 
Senate Chamber, where Supreme Court justices heard 
arguments form 1810-1860. But the real drama is upstairs 
in the Rotunda, where statues of Presidents and oil paint-
ings of early explorers compete with the iron dome’s fresco. 
D.C. boasts dozens of museums devoted to everything 
from Asian art to global espionage. Seeing them all in one 
trip would be like getting a bill through subcommittee. 
Instead, pick one or two of the Smithsonian Institution’s 
free-to-everyone storehouses. The National Museum of 
American History shows off the “star spangled banner,” 
First Ladies’ Inaugural gowns, and TV relics including 
Kermit the Frog puppet. 

Eastern Market is a lively 19th-century building that hosts 
bakers, fishmongers, and the Market Lunch, a counter-ser-
vice café known for its crispy, Old Bay-spiked crab cakes. If 
you want a more sit-down meal, the nearby clubby Ches-
apeake Room restaurant serves local seafood and bison 
burgers and pours brews from Maryland and Virginia (try 
the Heavy Seas Marzen if it’s on tap).
D.C.’s memorial honors soldiers, presidents, and now, civil 
rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. They’re edifying by 
day, but electrifying at night, when raven skies set off the 
mostly white marble monuments. “These places are meant 
to be solemn, and that quality comes out in the dark,” says 
Carolyn Crouch, founder of Washington Walks, which 
leads tours past sites like the domed Jefferson Memorial, the 
lesser-known George Mason Memorial, and the Reflecting 
Pool, which connects the Lincoln Memorial to the National 
World War II Memorial.


